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2026 AGM MINUTES – DRAFT

Our AGM was held on Monday 11th May in Buxton Method Church
And was attended by 79 members.  All the reports and information pertaining to the AGM had been made available to members on the Website prior to the meeting.
	
1.	Welcome:  Our Chair, Jill Murphy is currently on leave of absence so Jean
Brown the current Vice-Chair welcomed the members to the meeting.  Jill had
provided sweets to be shared which were gratefully received. Jill is in our 
thoughts and we wish her a speedy recovery.

Jean informed the meeting that voting was quorate with 71 members voting

A suggestion at the last meeting that a list of upcoming events should be displayed on a white board at all General Meetings was adopted, also a list of the Group Leaders present at the meeting. Jean reminded members that news and  events were advertised on the website and on the Buxton & District u3a Facebook page.  The Tech Team attend most General Meetings and would be able to help any member access these if needed.

2	Apologies for absence included: Jill Murphy, Alan McMurdo, Gill 
Williamson, Ann Leblanc, Zena Bishop, David Jones, Bruce Thomson, Mary
Matthews, Andrew Matthews and Kathryn Barton

3	There then followed a minutes silence in memoriam for those members who had passed away during the year

4	Chair’s Report
Jill’s report was available on the website but she wished to pass on her sincere thanks to all of the Group Leaders and all of the volunteers who had helped with meetings and events throughout the year. 

Membership is steadily growing and we have managed to maintain the annual subscription at £47.

Jean updated the meeting with a list of upcoming events and group changes

5	Treasurer’s Report
	Our Treasurer Colin Woodhouse reported that membership is now
aligned with the accounting year – 1st April to 31st March. This gives a 
much clearer picture of income and expenditure for the coming year. As at 31st March the surplus carried forward equated to 14.3 months of average expenditure.  The Committee have stated that the surplus should be no less than 12 months so the accounts are in line with this.  The only predicted rise in expenditure is additional and rising venue costs so member subscription charges will remain unchanged for this coming year.

Colin reported that the Beacon membership software is working very well and the Membership module has streamlined the administrative tasks for both committee members and Group Leaders.  However, the Finance Module is not as user friendly.  Colin has compared the programme with the current Quick Books package and it has been decided to stay with the latter. 

The Deposit Account previously held with the Manchester Credit Union did not comply with Third Aid Trust guidelines particularly the need for two signatories to administer the account.  The decision was therefore made to move the account to the Nat West.

Gift Aid has been an issue for some time with the HMRC declining previous applications for payment.  They cited an issue with mentions of ‘Teaching’ on the website which apparently invalidated any claims for a Gift Aid rebate.  This has now been rectified and the 2023/4 claim has been submitted and payment received.  The 2024/5 and 2025/6 claims will now be submitted.

6	Votes Cast
71 votes cast.  26 members authorised the Chair to vote on their behalf. 

Resolutions from Members

	There were no resolutions from members this year

	Resolutions from the Committee 		For 	  Against	Abstain

i 	To adopt the minutes of the AGM			67		0	     4
	held on 14th April 2025

ii	To accept the Annual Report and Accounts	71		0	     0
	for the year ending 31st March 2026
	
Committee Appointments

iii	To re-appoint Christine Limb as Examiner of	71		0	     0
	Accounts

iv	To elect Eileen Whitaker as Vice-Chair		71		0	     0

v	To elect Paula Shaw as Webmaster		71		0	     0

The following officers were re-elected to the committee:  Jill Murphy as Chair, Colin Woodhouse as Treasurer, Jean Brown as Group Leader Liaison,  Diane Ives as Business Secretary, Tineke Bosma as Membership Secretary, Jean Evanson as General Meeting Co-ordinator and Lindsay Crowe as New Members Ambassador.  Simon Rogerson will continue to be invited to attend committee meetings in an advisory capacity.

Jean thanked the outgoing webmaster Marge Rose for her many years of service on the committee.

Jean asked for volunteers to help with editing the monthly bulletin and Anne Rogerson asked for volunteers to help with the forthcoming Creative Arts and Leisure Showcase which is being held on 7th October to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Buxton and District u3a.

There being no further business or questions the AGM concluded at 10:40am.  Jean went on to introduce Janette and Colin Sykes – It Takes Two – who entertained the members present.  Their selection of music included a tribute to some of their groups and a nod to the 30th Anniversary Celebrations with a rendition of the Elkie Brooks’ classic – ‘Pearls a Singer’. They finished with ‘Young at Heart’.

After a vote of thanks to them from Jean, a collection was made for the benefit of the Riding For the Disabled charity which raised £66.00.  Colin and Janette would like to thank everyone who donated.

The date of the next AGM will be decided by the committee and the members notified later in the year.

The meeting closed at 11:50
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